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Abstract. The breeding biology of the subspecies of Tree Sparrow living in South Korea,
Passer montanus saturatus, was compared with that of the subspecies montanus inhabit-
ing Poland. Of the two, P. m. saturatus was the more closely associated with human settle-
ment in the breeding season. In the monsoon period and during heatwaves, P. m. saturatus
sought shelter and food within farm buildings in a way that montanus individuals do not.
P. m. saturatus also made greater use of plant food (rice and barley) in the rearing of nes-
tlings. After fledging, the young of both subspecies spend a similar amount of time near
their place of birth (40 days in the case of first broods and 25 in the case of second). Subse-
quently, individuals of subspecies montanus join flocks within a radius of ¢. 5 km, while
saturatus individuals were not to be found within such a distance after this period of time.
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[. INTRODUCTION

The subspecies of the Tree Sparrow Passer montanus (LINNAEUS, 1758) have been researched
to differing extents where breeding biology is concerned. The nominate montanus (LINNAEUS,
1758), inhabiting Europe and northern Asia, is well-studied, even in its various regions of occur-
rence, with no fewer than three summary works having been written (PINOWSKI & KENDEIGH 1977,
NOSKOV 1981, SUMMERS-SMITH 1995). A series of studies has also addressed the reproductive bi-
ology of P. m. dilutus RICHMOND, 1896, from central Asia and the greater part of China (FORMOZOV
1944, AKHMEDOV 1957, CHIA et al. 1963, HSIA et al. 1965, KASHKAROV & PUZANKOVA 1974,
NOSKOV 1981, RUAN & ZHENG 1991 and others). In contrast, the subspecies transcaucasicus,
BUTURLIN, 1906, tibetanus BAKER, 1925, and malaccensis DUBOIS, 1885, are poorly-known, not
least from this point of view (WARD & POH 1968, NOSKOV 1981, WONG 1983), while subspecies
saturatus STEINEGER, 1886 — of the Kurile Islands, Sakhalin, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
(SUMMERS-SMITH 1988) - has hitherto attracted only one broad study (ABE 1969), based on Hok-
kaido in the northern part of the range. Research on saturatus individuals from South Korea has so
far been confined to the dietary components of nestlings (Kim & Kim 1980).
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In consequence, the aim of the present study was to describe selected elements of the breeding
biology of this subspecies in South Korea, and to compare findings with analogous data for the other
subspecies living at various latitudes, especially in Central Europe.

II. STUDY AREA

The work was done at Juseo-ri in the Republic of Korea (South Korea), at 35°15°N, 128°15’E
(Fig. 1). This village lies some 56 km from the city of Masan, in Y ehang-myon district, Haman-gun
county, Kyongsangnam province. It is situated on a hillside separated from the sea by a range of for-
ested mountains 600-750 m a. s. 1. The valley has fields with barley, rice, soybeans and garlic, while
the slopes have orchards with chestnuts Castanea crenata SIEB. et ZUCCO. and persimmons Diospy-
ros kaki THUMB. Higher parts of the mountains support mixed forest.

Fig. 1. Situation of Juseo-ri village (black circle) and a schematic map of the study area showing the relation between the
Tree Sparrow’s feeding (A) and breeding (B) areas.

Villages in the area develop in such a way as to create a labyrinth of narrow streets surrounded
by stone walls. Buildings are mainly traditional Korean houses with stone walls plastered with clay
and roofed with thick cement tiles or else ,.eternit”. Livestock are fattening cattle - permanently
maintained in semi-open sheds, but not put out to pasture - as well as goats. Hens and ducks are only
kept in walled or even fully-enclosed areas. Crops are harvested twice - garlic and barley in early
June (8-12.06.1996 - cutting of barley), and rice, soybeans and peppers in September-October.
Spring is a dry and rather warm season interrupted by the monsoon rains from mid June onwards.
Summer is hot (Fig. 2).

The research ran from May 16th to August 4th 1996, with a total of 35 days of fieldwork. Work
was done between sunrise (06.00) and sunset (19.00), with a 1-2 hour break in the middle of the day.

Weekend observations of Tree Sparrows were made in Masan, a city of 500,000 inhabitants. In
addition, the presence of the species in places visited on longer trips was noted.
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Fig. 2. Maximum and mean temperature and precipitation total in the study period (according to Masan Meteorological Sta-
tion).

[II. METHODS AND MATERIALS

Nesting was confined to the eaves of houses and to electricity pylons. Nestlings were more or
less inaccessible, with ringing possible at only two nests, so studies involved fledged birds caught in
nets. Birds were weighed to an accuracy of 0.01g on electronic balances, aged and sexed and then
ringed with aluminium rings from the Ornithological Station of the Institute of Ecology, Polish
Academy of Sciences, as well as colour-rings. The colour rings allowed individuals to be identified
using binoculars. Determinations were made of the number and distribution of nests occupied by
second and third broods, mainly on the basis of the calls of nestlings and feeding parents. The obser-
vations were begun too late to obtain data from the first broods. The frequency with which nestlings
were fed by parents was observed, as was the type of food brought in the bill of parent birds - de-
fined as plant food (barley or rice grains) or animal food (invertebrates). Later, feeding birds - espe-
cially newly-fledged young - were watched to determine the place of foraging, while parents
feeding fledged young were also observed. Additional observations were made in neighbouring vil-
lages to determine if birds there had been ringed by us.

A total of 155 Tree Sparrows were ringed (Table I). Of these, 93 (i.e. 60%) were recaptured or
observed subsequently, including 28 adult birds (10 females and 18 males) or 73.7% of those
ringed, 40 young birds from the first brood or 55.6% of those ringed, and 25 young from the second
brood (again 55.6%). Binocular observations to identify individual ringed birds were made over a
total of 134 hours.

The frequency with which parent birds brought food was determined in the course of two unin-
terrupted observation sessions on June 12th and 13th. The first lasted 190 minutes (between
05.40-11.00) and the second 100 (between 09.35-12.22). Nestlings in the two observed nests were
about 10 days old, though the numbers were not known. In 90 cases it was possible to determine the
nature of the food brought, at least to the extent that it was either of plant or animal origin.

Each day, J. PINOWSKI counted Tree Sparrows at Juseo-ri by traversing the whole village (area
0f0.189 km") along the same route, most often in the course of 45 minutes between 06.30 and 07.30.
Mid-field areas of trees and fields near Juseo-ri (area 0of 0.317 kmz) were also visited once or twice a
week. Similarly, the streets of Masan were walked at least once or twice a week, with note being
taken of the places of occurrence, ages and behaviours of Tree Sparrows, as well as the locations of
nests. The constant 3km route led through apartment-block housing, a busy street and areas of old
buildings. Finally, the occurrence and nesting of Tree Sparrows were also noted away from the main
study area.
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Table |
Numbers of Tree Sparrows ringed at Juseo-ri, Korea, and then observed subse-
quently or retrapped in mist-nets, May-July 1996
s AU — e
" No. of adult Wi, ofiadult No. of young birds
| females males 1*brood ond brood |
Ringed birds E: | 16 22 72 45
| Retrapped birds ‘ 1 | S 23 LIRS
|
No. of retraps 2 A 24 | 11 3
| Ringed birds observed 9 18 28 20
No. of observations | 41 S8 S e A S Rl
Ringed birds observed orretrapped | 10 18 40 25
| No. of observations and retraps | 43 62 ‘ 72 S

The meteorological data used in the work were from the Masan Meteorological Station. They
showed a high degree of concordance with the authors’ own qualitative data obtained in the course
of the study.

IV. RESULTS

a b tast  serliiect i oln

The Tree Sparrows at Juseo-ri occurred in the built-up part of the village (Fig. 3). Three males
performing courtship displays on the pylons in open fields 300, 500 or 600 m from it did not build
nests, even though one bird won and copulated with a female. Fields of barley and wheat c. 500 m
from the village were not damaged by Tree Sparrows. Similarly, the species was only encountered
near human settlements even in the course of trips further afield. In Masan, nests were to be found
singly every 200-300 m, while flocks of 30-50 young birds formed after the first fledging, and al-
ways kept to patches of green space, shrubberies or squares. These flocks increased in size as young
birds from successive broods flew. On July 20th, colonies of tens of nests and flocks hundreds
strong were noted at a zoo on the marine island of Totsom, c. | km from Masan. The nests here were
located under the straw roofs of cages.

T'h'e phenoliogy of the breeding period

The majority of nestlings from the first brood had already flown by the time the research com-
menced, i.e. May 16th 1996. Forty-eight young birds of the first brood were captured between May
20th and 22nd, among which 10 still had large yellow-edged gapes, attesting to recent departure
from the nest. The first clutches may thus be presumed to have been laid around April 5th-10th (as-
suming, after SUMMERS-SMITH 1995, the commencement of incubation with the 4th egg, an incuba-
tion time of 11-14 days and a time in the nest for nestlings of 12-17 days, making 27-35 days in
total). The last nestlings from first broods had fledged by May 29th. Nestlings of early second
broods present in nests on May 29th were already 3-5 days old, while 10-day-olds from a 2nd brood
were ringed on June 4th. Nestlings from 6 of the 19 second broods had fledged by June 8th, and by
the 14th second-brood nestlings remained in only 4 nests. Most of the third-brood nestlings found in
11 nests fledged between July 13th and 16th, though there were still young nestlings in 3 as late as
on August 4th, when the research ceased. It was therefore impossible to state whether or not 4th
broods were produced.
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Tiohie iliorcia tii ol niish ol nileisit's

19 nests with 2nd-brood nestlings were found, and 11 with 3rd-brood nestlings. All were within
the village, and of the 30 only 5 were on electricity pylons: within transverse metal beams, in the
empty interior of the cement pylon itself or in the plastic surround covering cable junctions. The re-
maining nests were in buildings: under cement roof tiles or in cracks in the stone and clay walls. In
parallel, casual observations regarding nesting sites for Tree Sparrows in Masan revealed that birds
in the old part of the city most often nested under roof tiles, while those in the new part chose trans-
formers on electricity pylons, even ones near the busiest streets; or else more rarely the cracks and
crevices in buildings.

[ehiefe fiie e didymiicsiof fllinde s (il iniol 'S

The food brought to nestlings was observed on a total of 90 occasions. Of these, 69 cases (75%)
involved insects, while 22 (25%) concerned grains of cereals (rice or barley). The nestlings were be-
ing fed by the parents on average every 12 minutes. During heavy monsoon rains (e.g. on 24th-25th
June), old birds remained under barn roofs for the whole time, seeking food for their nestlings
among the cattle fodder: insects in the grass brought in for the stock and grains in rice straw. The
Tree Sparrows with nests so placed as to permit feeding without the need to fly out from under the
roof continued with intensive feeding even during torrential rain. When the monsoon was followed
by a heatwave (on and after July 19th), Tree Sparrows fed their nestlings in the morning and even-
ing, with a break in activity in the hours before and after midday.

Flofin g g b yady oluint g ifilte diisletidiibiinnids

The main foraging places for the flock of first-brood birds were fields of ripening barley in the
immediate vicinity of the village. Tree Sparrows fed there up to June 8th-10th, when the harvest was
followed by flooding of the fields in preparation for rice growing. However, fields of barley 500 m
from the village were not fed in at all. Birds eating barley sat on the blades and broke them, then re-
moved grain from the husk while perched on the ground. Our estimate is that they ate c. 10% of the
yield. They did not consume dry barley grains; only immature ones dehusked directly from the ear
or else moistened by rain or dew following the harvest. Harvested grain was dried on the asphalt
road running through the village, but Tree Sparrows did not collect the dry grains there. Food for
birds of all ages was also provided by the grains of rice to be found in barns in the rice straw brought
in as cattle fodder. Further places of frequent foraging were road verges on which the rice straw was
laid out to dry. Seeds of the weeds Echinochloa crus-galli and Setaria viridis, both common in the
Juseo-ri fields, are a favourite food of Tree Sparrows (PINOWSKI & WOICIK 1969; PINOWSKI,
TOMEK & TOMEK 1973), but remained insufficiently ripe up to the time the research ceased and
were not therefore taken. Insects and other invertebrates were sought throughout the area: in a field
of peonies, on boundary strips cut with a sickle, etc.

Roosts flocks, dispersion from the place of birth

After fledging, the Tree Sparrows at Juseo-ri formed flocks several tens of birds strong. These
sometimes joined together at a rich feeding ground (field of ripening barley) such that c. 200 birds
were feeding together. The roost common to all was a grove of bamboo on the edge of the village. At
Juseo-ri, the young first-brood birds left the area of their birth around mid June, i.e. an average of
38.2 days after fledging (SD=14.25, n=36). This period ran from May 10th, taken as the day of
flight from the nest, to the last capture or observation through binoculars. Second-brood birds left
the village around July 20th, i.e. an average of 25.8 days after fledging (SD=9.10, n=20), if the date
of the first flight is taken to be June 10th. However, single birds remained in the area up to the end of
July. Finally, third-brood birds were still in the natal area at the time when the research was halted.
The difference in the length of time for which young first- and second-brood birds remained was
statistically significant (Student t test: t=3.41; p.01). We are not able to state where the birds flew,
because individuals we had ringed were not to be found either on the fields or in neighbouring vil-
lages at distances of 4-5 km from Juseo-ri.

The majority of the adult birds ringed by us remained within the village for the whole time. The
mean period from first capture to last capture or binocular observation was 42.1 days for females
(n=10, SD=18.8), and 35.9 days for males (n=18, SD=14.3).



